
Give them Time Campaign  
 
I am writing to represent the views of the Give Them Time campaign in order to 
highlight the impact of the Covid-19 lockdown measures on children whose parents 
are seeking primary one deferral from Aug 2020 - Aug 2021.  
 
As you will be aware, over the last two years the campaign has raised awareness of 
the lack of parental knowledge of the legal right to defer any child still age four at the 
school commencement date and the discrepancies which exist across local authority 
areas in Scotland as regards the likelihood of nursery funding being granted for a 
further year for children legally having their p1 start deferred.  
 
On 2/10/19 at Labour's debate on Eduation at Holyrood, the Minister for Children and 
Young People made a commitment to bring in legislation to ensure that all children 
legally deferring would be entitled to a further year at nursery.  However, sadly this 
legislation was not in place before the March 2020 lockdown. 
 
Therefore, it is no surprise that families across the country have continued to be 
refused this funding over the last few months often with their Council promising that 
an enhanced transition would meet the needs of their child to support them to start 
p1 this August. Obviously such claims were made by local authorities prior to 
schools closing but we have been pleasantly surprised to discover that City Of 
Edinburgh Council seems to have approved all deferral funding applications (over 
the last 5 years the approval rate there has been one of the lowest in the country) 
and East Lothian Council has u-turned on the requests it had initially refused earlier 
this year (last year in ELC the approval rate was 42%, the lowest in the country). 
However, other councils have not repealed their refusal decisions in light of these 
unprecedented circumstances.  
 
How can such councils possibly claim to be able to offer an enhanced transition for 
children they have promised it to, when they cannot even offer the usual transition 
programme to pre-school children and while there is neither a date nor a fixed plan in 
place yet for when and how children might return to school never mind start it for the 
first time?  Yet again the postcode lottery of inequality persists.   
 
We were also disheartened to hear the cabinet secretary's view that families who 
hadn't previously considered deferral, should not be considering it due to the Covid-
19 pandemic. This fails to take account of the myriad factors which have changed for 
many families over the last two months: financial hardship, strain on relationships, 
children's routines being completely disrupted. If a family now feels that starting 
school is not in the best interests of their child, it is irrelevant that the rest of the 
country's children who are about to start school have also been subject to lockdown 
conditions.  
 
Our concern now, as has always been the case, is that parents will not be able to 
use their legal right to defer any four-year-old without fear of a financial penalty (a 
year's nursery fees) or being forced to transfer their child to a different early years 
establishment altogether which is not in a family's nor a child's best interests.  
 



We therefore urge the committee to take these concerns seriously and to 
recommend that the Government instructs local authorities to provide a further year 
of nursery funding for all families who have a legal right to defer their child who 
request this.  
 
A similar email has also been sent to the Minister for Children and Young People 
and the Cabinet Secretary for Education.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Patricia Anderson  
 


